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studies have found that differences between men and women in math and science achievement test scores
have decreased over the years, men continue to outscore women in these disciplines. In some cases, the
differences were quite small. For example, among 12th graders who took the 1996 National Assessment of
Educational Progress test, average math scores for men and women were 305 and 303, respectively; the
average science scores were 152 and 148. In other cases, the differences were larger. For example, the National
Science Foundations 1999 study shows that 1996 Scholastic Assessment Test ( SAT ) math scores for men
averaged 527 ( from 520 in 1991 ), while SAT math scores for women averaged 492 11 ( from 482 in 1991 ).
Research has also identified differences between mens and womens interests in the physical sciences. Surveys
of freshmen women, for example, indicate that, while a growing proportion plan to major in the 12 physical
sciences, women are still outnumbered by men. Specifically, the percentage of freshmen women planning to
major in the physical sciences increased from 0. 8 percent in 1971 to 1. 6 percent in 1998. While the percentage
of freshmen men declined from 3. 1 percent to 2. 6 percent during the same period, a significantly greater
number of men than women showed interest in these subjects. Women comprised a smaller percentage of
doctoral degree recipients than baccalaureate recipients in predominantly male fields. In the 1996-97 school
year, for example, women earned 29 percent of all doctoral...
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