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MODALITY REFERENCE AND SENSE: AN ESSAY IN THE PHILOSOPHY
OF LANGUAGE

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt Ltd, New Delhi, 2002. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Reprint. The book
points to a new logic of singular designators based upon a close analysis of work in the area by contemporary
philosophers of language. The philosophers range from Frege, Russell, Quine, Strawson and Dummett to
Kripke, Hintikka, Plantinga, Kaplan, Donnellan, Searle and Burge. It is generally taken for granted that proper
names are rigid designators, having no meaning content, which explains their intranslatability into other
languages. However, they do have their modes of presentation that must constitute their sense. There is little
room for contradiction here in admitting that proper names have a sense, which does not amount to meaning.
One of the advantages of this position is that it blocks the emergence of the Kripkean puzzle about belief by
accepting di@erent belief contents corresponding to a variation in the senses of the names involved. "Is Kripke's
distinction between rigid and non-rigid designators finally valid' the author asks, questioning the corollaries
that are supposed to follow from the distinction, viz., that proper names do not have descriptive backing, and
that there are contingent a priori truths. He draws our attention to predicative occurrences of proper names, in
the modal context, matching corresponding occurrences of definite descriptions. His explanation of
contingency, where proper names or definite descriptions are involved, is innovatively straight, simple and
broad-based, at par with situations having ordinary predicates. Parts of the book have taken a final shape in
response to comments by Strawson, Dummett and Burge.
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