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indexed. Not illustrated. 1828 Excerpt: . hopeless, to the friends of Christianity. Deism was making rapid strides:
but the attention of the learned and the pious was awakened to the danger; and the aids of sound literature
and 1 Bp. Burnet s History of his own times, A. D. 1698. Bp. Warburton s Dedic. of Div. Legat. to the Freethinkers.
solid argumentation were brought with alacrity in defence of the Christian faith. The emissaries of Satan,
however, were not easily repulsed or discouraged: but they contended, as they have always done, with a zeal
and pertinacity worthy of a better cause. Herbert and Hobbes and Spinoza had, in the preceding century, laid
the ground-work of the design: ami labourers were not wanting, to complete the superstructure. The names of
Blount, Toland, Shaftesbury, Collins, Woolston, Tindal, Morgan, and Chubb, stand foremost in this list among
our own countrymen, and rank high in the estimation of infidels . la furtherance of the plan, toward the end of
the year 1697, was published the celebrated Dictionary of Mr. Bayle. The Parisian booksellers, perceiving that
there was a great demand for it, wished to reprint this Work; and thence applied, for a privilege, to Boucherat,
the chancellor of France: but, on examination, it received the following character. Mr. Bayle s production
contains a new scheme of religion. The author has quoted the Fathers, with no other design than to turn them
into ridicule. He has every where established Pelagianism and Scepticism. An insufferable obscenity runs...
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